His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu

and Honorable Council

State House

Concord, New Hampshire 03301

REQUESTL_ £._..ON

It is respectfully requested that the Department of Environmental Services be authorized to enter into
an educational tuition agreement to pay costs in the amount of $1,881.00 as follows:

Vendor Code:

Institution:

Course Title:

Course Dates:
Employee Name:
Employee Start Date:

Distribution Code:

Total Cost of Courses:

State Share:

Source of Funds:

177206 — B0O4

Southern New Hampshire University
2500 N River Road

Manchester, NH 03106

PHES500 — Principles of Public Health
January 30, 2023 to April 9, 2023
Sylvie Couture, Program Assistant Il
February 28, 2022
03-44-44-441018-4718-066-500544
$1,881.00

$1,881.00

100% Federal Funds

EXPLANATION

As a Program Assistant for the Drinking Water and Groundwater Bureau at the Department of
Environmental Services, Ms. Couture has the pleasure to work with communities and public water
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_,stems to de ), publ 1 1d distribute to the public a summ: , of their wa ' quality ults
through the annual consumer confidence report. The consumer confidence reports are a cornerstone
of the Federal and State Drinking Water Acts, as they ensure the public is provided access to data that
describes the quality of their drinking water. The reports are required to provide the information to
the general public in a manner that can be easily understood. As a point of contact for public water
systems and the general public regarding drinking water quality, it is necessary for Ms. Couture to stay
current with many of the aspects in line with the University of Southern New Hampshire’'s Master of
Public Health (MPH) degree.

Ms. Couture is required to sign a contract, which obligates her to work for the State for six months after
satisfactory completion of each class. The agreement does require her to obtain a passing grade. If
she does not comply with terms of the contract, she will be liable for returning the amount paid. The
program is directly related to her responsibilities as the Program Assistant overseeing water quality
consumer confidence reports for the Drinking Water and Groundwater Bureau and the technical
assistance that she provides to water systems and communities around the State of New Hampshire.

Tuition assistant  has been a very successful program of the department and has resulted in many
benefits to the State. The cost is minimal when compared to the cost of salary and benefits. The
courses being taken relate to the individual and her job accountabilities, and we encourage our staff to
further develop their skills so they can keep up with the latest developments in their work. We have
encouraged Ms. Couture to take these courses as part of our professional development plan.

We respectfully request your approval of this item.

/ ) QMAM

Robert R. Scott, Commissioner









